 
TEXAS STATEWIDE VOTER SURVEY
xxxxxxxxxxxxx & ASSOCIATES, INC.
STUDY # 08248 T.Q1

N=___interviews

Hello, I am _______________ of Baselice & Associates, a national survey research firm, and we're talking to people long distance today about issues facing us all.  We would like to include your responses to this survey, which will be kept confidential, with the responses of several hundred other voters such as yourself.

A.
Are you registered to vote in _________ County?

If No, ask:  Is there someone else at home who is registered to vote in __________ County?

(If Yes, then ask: May I speak with him/her?)



Yes  (continue)


No  (thank & terminate)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

B.
Are you, or is anyone in your household, employed in the news media, a market research firm, or by an elected oficial?



Yes  (thank & terminate)


No  (continue)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

D3.A
Thinking about past November general elections for a moment -- which party’s candidates have you tended to vote for most often...

(Rotate first two choices)  [Note: Record libertarian, reform party or other parties as value 3]


1
Republican (to D3B)

2
Democrat (to D3B)

3
Or do you vote independent of party (to D3C)

4
Unsure / Refused (vol) (to Q1)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IF VALUE 1 or 2 IN QUESTION D3A, ASK:

D3.B
And do you tend to vote straight or mostly... [if D3A=1, then Republican] or [if D3A=2, then Democrat]?


1
Straight


2
Mostly


3
Unsure / Refused (vol)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

IF VALUE 3 IN QUESTION D3A, ASK:

D3.C
When you have had to choose between two candidates of whom you knew little about, have you tended to vote for... (Rotate choices)

1
The Republican candidate


2
The Democrat candidate


3
Other / won’t vote for either (vol)

4
Unsure / Refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Do you think things in Texas are going in the right direction or have they gotten off on the wrong track?  If choice made, ask: Do you feel strongly about that?


1
Right direction / Strongly


2
Right direction / Somewhat



TOTAL RIGHT DIRECTION


3
Wrong track / Somewhat


4
Wrong track / Strongly



TOTAL WRONG TRACK


5
Undecided / refused (vol) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Which one of the following issues would you most like to see the Texas State Legislature address?  (Randomize and read choices)  If choice made, ask: And which is the next most important issue?


Q1A
Q1B



Next


Most
Most
Total

1
1

Making health insurance more affordable


2
2

Increasing border security


3
3

Creating jobs


4
4

Improving roads and highways


5
5

Lowering taxes


6
6

Improving public education


7
7

Other (vol)

8
8

Unsure (vol) (to 2)




Not asked

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Now I would like to read you the names of several groups and organizations.  For each one, please tell me whether you have heard of that group or organization, and if so, whether you have a positive or a negative impression of them.  If you do not recognize the name, just say so.  Here is the first one... (Randomize Questions) 

Wait for response, then ask:  Would that be a strong or just somewhat (positive/negative) impression?  


POSITIVE 
NEGATIVE
No
Never


Strong
Smwht
Total
Smwht
Strong
Total
Opinion
heard of

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Texas nursing homes 
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Texas hospitals
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Texas Health Care Association
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Texas Medical Association
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
The Texas Legislature 
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
The U.S. Congress
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

____________________________________________________________________________________________

(End randomization)
Thinking about nursing homes in Texas for a moment -- 

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Have you seen, read, or heard anything recently about nursing homes in Texas?


1
Yes (to Q and Q)

2
No (to Q or Q)

3
Unsure / refused (vol) (to Q or Q)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IF VALUE 1 (Yes) IN QUESTION XX , ASK:

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
And in your own words, please describe what you have seen, read or heard about nursing homes in Texas?  (Probe: Please tell me more about that)
  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IF VALUE 1 (Yes) IN QUESTION 4 , ASK:

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
And has what you have recently seen, read, or heard about nursing homes in Texas given you a more positive or more negative impression of Texas nursing homes?


1
Positive 


2
Negative


3
No difference / neutral (vol)

4
Unsure / refused (vol)


Not asked

____________________________________________________________________________________________

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Which of the following do you think provides the most funding for nursing homes in Texas? Randomize choices

1
Medicare


2
Medicaid


3
Private insurers 


4
The nursing home residents and their families


5
Don’t know / unsure (vol) 

6
Refused (vol) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Do you think the amount of money Texas nursing homes receives from the government to pay for the care of residents covered by Medicaid has increased, decreased, or stayed about the same over the last five years? 


1
Increased


2
Decreased


3
Stayed about the same / no change 


4
Don’t know / unsure (vol)

5
Refused (vol) 6

____________________________________________________________________________________________

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Now thinking about the different places people go to receive medical treatment and assistance, please rate whatever experience and opinions you have of each of the following care providers as either  terrible, poor, fair, good or excellent.   Here is the first one... (Randomize questions)    






Excel-

Mean

Terrible
Poor
Fair
Good
lent
Unsure
Score






(vol)  
A.   Texas nursing homes
1
2
3
4
5
6


B.  Texas hospitals
1
2
3
4
5
6

C.  Assisted home care services
1
2
3
4
5
6

D.   Texas hospices
1
2
3
4
5
6


____________________________________________________________________________________________


(End randomization)
LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
The State of Texas currently reimburses nursing homes for residents on Medicaid about $120 per day per resident.  Would you favor or oppose increasing the amount of Medicaid money the state reimburses nursing homes for the care they provide these residents [Split sample Ver X: to a level that coves the actual cost of caring for Medicaid residents  as determined by the state / Ver Y: approximately $XX per day]?   If choice made, ask: Is that strongly or somewhat (favor / oppose)?while texas says 120, only pay 106… preface with this?

1
Favor / Strongly


2
Favor / Somewhat



TOTAL FAVOR


3
Oppose / Somewhat


4
Oppose / Strongly



TOTAL OPPOSE


5
Depends (vol)

6
Unsure/ refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Now I would like to read you some statements about Texas nursing homes.  For each item I read, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with that statement.  Here is the first statement... (Randomize questions)    


AGREE
 DISAGREE
Depends
Net  


Strong
Smwht
Total
Smwht
Strong
Total
/ Neutral
Unsure
Agree







(vol)  
(vol) 


LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1 
The State of Texas should increase the 

amount of money it reimburses Texas nursing 

homes for residents covered by Medicaid to the 

level the state government itself determined 

was necessary to adequately fund the care 

provided by the nursing home. 
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6


LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1 
In terms of the level of government reimbursement 

for residents covered by Medicaid, Texas nursing 

homes are currently [Split sample Ver X: underfunded 

/ Ver Y: do not receive enough money to cover the 

cost of providing care to these residents.] 
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
The additional money nursing homes would get from 

an increase in the Medicaid reimbursements they 

receive would be used to help maintain [improve?] 

the level of care they provide their residents.
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1(-) 
Nursing homes should be required to improve the 

quality of the care they provide their residents 

before they the state increases the amount of 

money they receive for their Medicaid patients.  
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1(-)
The state government should increase the amount 

of money it reimburses Texas nursing homes for 

residents covered by Medicaid, even if it means 

raising taxes or taking money away from other 

programs.   
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

_________________________________________________________________________________________________


(End randomization)
Now, for each item I read, please tell me if that information makes you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose increasing the amount of money the state reimburses the nursing homes by about $10 per day per resident.  Here is the first statement...(Randomize questions) 


FAVOR
 OPPOSE
No  
Net  


Strong
Smwht
Total
Smwht
Strong
Total
Diff.
Unsure
Impact







(vol)
(vol) 
LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Texas currently ranks 499h in terms of the Medicaid

reimbursement it provides to nursing homes, 

far behind states such as Mississippi,  Alabama, 

and Oklahoma, and increasing the Medicaid 

reimbursement would help bring Texas closer to 

the national average.  
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1 
The average daily rate paid to Texas nursing homes 

by Medicaid works out to approximately $4.42 

per hour per resident, lower than the hourly wage 

paid to babysitters, and reimbursement should be 

increased to at least the level the state has 

determined covers the cost of caring for these 

residents.    
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6


FAVOR
 OPPOSE
No  
Net  


Strong
Smwht
Total
Smwht
Strong
Total
Diff.
Unsure
Impact







(vol)
(vol) 

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Approximately two thirds of all nursing home 

residents in Texas are covered by Medicaid, 

and nearly 75% of Texas nursing homes are 

losing money on these residents covered by 

Medicaid, indicating the need for increasing 

the Medicaid reimbursements.  
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
In the last six years, the state has increased the 

amount it reimburses nursing homes for Medicaid 

residents only one time by 11% which doesn’t even 

keep up with inflation.  Increasing the Medicaid 

reimbursement will help nursing homes keep up

with the rising costs of health care they must provide 

their residents.   rework
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
The vast majority of nursing home residents are elderly, 

who comprise one of the fastest growing segments of 

the state’s population.  According to the National 

Center for Health Statistics approximately one in three 

Texans over the age of 85 will require nursing home 

care and increasing the Medicaid reimbursement rate 

to nursing homes will ensure they are able to assist 

in caring for the state’s aging population in the 

coming years.   
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
strike… With potential reductions in the amount of money 

provided by the federal government for Medicaid 

residents, Texas nursing homes will need more 

money from the state to continue providing quality 

care for their residents.
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1 
strike one in five nursing home residents pay all their 

costs with no government aid and these residents are 

the ones whom rising health care costs most directly 

affects.  Increasing the amount the state reimburses 

nursing homes for Medicaid will help keep the nursing 

home care affordable for those residents who pay 

their own way.
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1 
IFWith billions of dollars in surplus for the state budget, 

lawmakers can increase the amount they reimburse 

nursing homes for Medicaid without having to raise 

taxes or fees.
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1 
strike Texas nursing homes are committed to providing 

quality care to their residents at affordable prices, 

and increasing the state’s Medicaid reimbursement 

will allow nursing homes to continue to provide 

quality care at rates residents can afford.
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1(-) 
rephrase like 25… use same number as redone 25Opponents of increasing the Medicaid 

reimbursements say Texas nursing home owners in 

January 2006 received an 11% increase in Medicaid

reimbursements from the state and don’t need more 

money from the state at this time.
1
2
t
3
4
t
5
6

____________________________________________________________________________________________

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1
Having heard more about it  - would you favor or oppose increasing the amount of money the state reimburses nursing homes for the care they provide for their Medicaid residents [Split sample Ver X: to a level that coves the actual cost of caring for Medicaid residents  as determined by the state / Ver Y: approximately $XX per day]?120?   If choice made, ask: Is that strongly or somewhat (favor / oppose)?


1
Favor / Strongly


2
Favor / Somewhat



TOTAL FAVOR


3
Oppose / Somewhat


4
Oppose / Strongly



TOTAL OPPOSE


5
Depends (vol)

6
Unsure/ refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IF VALUE 1 or 2 (Yes) IN QUESTION Q31, ASK:

31.X
And in your own words, please describe why you favor increasing the amount Texas nursing homes receive from Medicaid?  (Probe: Please tell me more about that)
  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IF VALUE 3 or 4  (No) IN QUESTION Q31, ASK:

31.Y
And in your own words, please describe why you oppose increasing the amount Texas nursing homes receive from Medicaid?  (Probe: Please tell me more about that)?  

  ____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

LISTNUM ParaNumbers2 \l 1 
inverse…Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for your local state representative or your state senator if he or she supported increasing the amount the state reimburses nursing homes for Medicaid resident care?  If choice made, ask: Is that strongly or somewhat (more / less) likely?


1
More likely / strongly


2
More likely / somewhat



TOTAL MORE LIKELY


3
Less likely / somewhat


4
Less likely / strongly



TOTAL LESS LIKELY


5
No difference (vol)

6
Unsure / refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Now just a few questions to make sure we have a representative sample of voters --

D1.
What is your age, please?  (i.e. Record 48 years old as  0    4    8 )
(Record Unsure / Refused as  9    9    9 )

(Record age)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

D2.
What is the highest level of education you have completed?  (Do not read, record only)

1
Less than high school


2
High school grad / vocational school


3
Some college


4
College graduate


5
Post graduate (masters or higher)


6
Unsure


7
Refused

____________________________________________________________________________________________

D4.
Do you own or rent your place of residence?  

1
Own


2
Rent


3
Unsure (vol)

4
Refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

D6.
Do you consider yourself to be of Hispanic or Latino descent, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or some other Central or Latin American background?


1
Yes


2
No


3
Unsure (vol)

4
Refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

D7.
And is your race Anglo, African-American, Asian, or some other race?   


1
Anglo / White


2
African-American / Black


3
Asian


4
Hispanic (vol)

5
American Indian (vol)

6
Other (vol)

7
Unsure (vol)

8
Refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

D8.
We want to classify people into broad income groups only.  Was your total household income last year before taxes... ?  (Read list and fit income into correct category)

1
Under $20,000


2
At least $20,000 but less than $30,000


3
At least $30,000 but less than $40,000


4
At least $40,000 but less than $50,000


5
At least $50,000 but less than $60,000


6
At least $60,000 but less than $80,000


7
At least $80,000 but less than $100,000


8
$100,000 & over


9
Unsure (vol)

10
Refused (vol)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

D9.
Sex  (By observation)  Ask of everyone: Are you employed outside the house, self-employed, not employed, a homemaker, or retired?


1
Male / employed


2
Male / not-employed


3
Male / unsure - refused to say


4
Female / employed 


5
Female / not-employed


6
Female / unsure - refused to say

____________________________________________________________________________________________

D10.
Are you currently covered by any type of health care insurance?


1
Yes (to D11)

2
No (to END)

3
Unsure / refused (vol) (to END)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IF Value 1 IN THE PREVIOUS QUESTION, ASK:

D11.
Is your main health insurance...   (Randomize choices)?


1
A PPO


2
An HMO


3
Fee for service


4
Traditional indemnity


5
Medicare


6
Medicaid


7
Health savings account (vol)

8
Other (vol) (specify)_______________

9
Unsure / refused (vol)
___[HANDOUT]

After reading all of the possible nursing home quality improvements listed below, prioritize each one from most important to least important, starting with “1” for the most important, and ending with “8” for the least important.  In addition, if you feel like any of these are bad ideas, put an ‘X’ through it.

___
Improving fire safety, and ensuring all facilities are fully equipped with sprinklers

___
Initiating or expanding state efforts to increase supply of front line nursing staff

___
Instituting FBI background checks on nursing home employees

___
Expanding facility disaster preparation capacity in hurricane-vulnerable communities

___
Increasing private sector involvement in Medicaid through state-sponsored long term care insurance incentive efforts

___
Linking Medicaid reimbursements to facility performance; the higher the performance, the higher the facility Medicaid payment up to a specific ceiling

___
Increase the use of electronic medical records in both patient assessment and medication prescriptions

___
Solicit more customer surveys and make more of this information available to consumers online    

____ Texas Nursing Home Medicaid Rate History 

State Fiscal Year (September 1 – August 31)

2002 
+9.00%

2003
Flat 
2004
-1.75 %

2005
Flat 

2006
+11.75% for 8 months (January- August)

2007 
Flat 
2008
+3%

2009
+5%

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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